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The United States Department of Agriculture's
(USDA) Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service
(APHIS) is the agency responsible for safeguarding
American agriculture.  Through its Veterinary
Services (VS) unit, APHIS keeps foreign animal
diseases out of the country, eliminates or controls
domestic animal diseases, and prevents the
interstate spread of animal diseases.

Guarding Our Borders
In terms of disease, an ounce of prevention is

worth a pound of cure.
 The Harry S Truman Animal Import Center is

APHIS' ounce of prevention.  The Center was
authorized through legislation passed in 1970.  The
site, Fleming Key, FL, was selected because it met
the special requirements of a biologically secure
quarantine facility, including a high degree of physical
security, isolation from other animals, and access to
logistical services.  The Center, which was dedicated
in October 1979, has provided a safe means of
importing animals from countries where foot-and-
mouth disease (FMD) and other exotic diseases
exist.

A Parade of Animals
Imported animals must have an import permit

and health certificate when they are brought into the
United States.  The permit shows what types of
animals are being imported, their country of origin,
who is exporting them, who is importing them, their
ports of embarkation and arrival, their route, their
mode of travel, the purpose for which they are being
imported, and a description of the animal.  All of this
information is important because it allows Center
employees to identify each animal and track it.  The
accompanying health certificate shows that the
animal was inspected before it left its country and
has received the proper treatments for entry into the
United States.

Why Bring In At-Risk Animals?
Before the Center was built, countries around

the world had strains of livestock with specific traits
desirable to U.S. breeders.  However, many animals
with these traits were unavailable to breeders here
because of the presence of FMD in the exporting
country.  The Center is the only facility in the United
States approved to examine, test, and quarantine
animals originating in countries where FMD and other
exotic diseases are known to exist.

FMD is an acute, highly contagious, viral
infection of all cloven-hoofed animals.  In 1914 an
outbreak of FMD in the United States resulted in the
death of 85,000 swine and 77,000 cattle.  Today the
toll could be three times those numbers.  If FMD were
to become established in this country, direct and
indirect eradication costs could total $10 billion the
first year.  This disease has not occurred in the
United States since 1929, and APHIS plans to keep it
that way.

To improve animal genetics and food and fiber
resources, live animals are allowed to enter the
United States through the Harry S Truman Animal
Import Center.  Restrictive quarantine and rigorous
diagnostic procedures are carried out in the country
of origin and at the Center.  These measures are
necessary to ensure the livestock industry that the
imported animals are free of disease and parasites.
After the animals finish their 90-day quarantine, the



Center undergoes exhaustive decontamination.  The
Center's decontamination process is so thorough that
only three shipments of animals, each requiring a 90-
day quarantine, can enter the Center each year.

Cost, Animals, and Personnel
Because of the restricted amount of space and

large number of requests to import animals, the
Center holds a lottery each year for applicants who
meet qualifications.  Applicants provide a $32,000
deposit to enter the lottery.  Lottery winners then
enter into a cooperative service trust fund agreement
with APHIS and pay estimated importation costs
before the work begins.  The deposit is applied to the
estimated costs.  The importer is responsible for
quarantine costs.  These include the expenses for
APHIS personnel, laboratory tests, inspection of the
embarkation quarantine facility (EQF) in the country

of origin, a 60-day quarantine at the EQF in the
country of origin, and the 90-day quarantine at the
Harry S Truman Animal Import Center.  An importer's
costs for using the facility often exceed $800,000.

In 1995, the Center quarantined 1,523 animals,
including goats and sheep from South Africa and
alpacas and llamas from Peru and Bolivia.  Since its
inception, the Center has processed cattle, swine,
goats, sheep, alpacas, water buffalo, and llamas.

Additional Information
For more information regarding the importation

of animals contact:
The National Center for Import and Export
USDA, APHIS, VS
Unit 38
4700 River Road
Riverdale, MD  20737–1232
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1. Animal holding room 09. Equipment
2. Water storage tank 10. Underground oil storage
3. Lagoon 11. Truck washdown
4. Lagoon 12. Animal loading dock
5. Liquid waste treatment 13. Incinerators
6. Multi-media filters 14. Office, change rooms
7. Power and control 15. Feed storage
8. Carbon columns


